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trunks and the large branches, but such species constitute a very
small, inconspicuous proportion of all the trees present. Humus-
collecting epiphytic ferns (Figs. 104, 255) are sometimes abundant.
Curious plants of the Malayan region also include large flowering
parasites (Figs. 7, 189) and plants that have swollen stems (Figs.
214, 215) which are inhabited by ants, but such plants are usually
rare and never form a conspicuous part of the vegetation.

Subtropical and
warm temperate rain
forests. In subtropical
and warm temperate
regions, where rainfall
is abundant and well
distributed through all
parts of the year, there
are evergreen forests.
Near the tropics these
are similar to the trop-
ical rain forests, but
as colder latitudes are
reached the forests be-
gin to partake more of
the characteristics of
the deciduous forests
of the cold temperate

regions. Subtropical and warm temperate forests are generally of
lower stature than are the tropical ram forests, and they have
fewer woody vines and epiphytes. Subtropical or warm temper-
ate forests occur in southern Japan, Florida, northern Mexico,
New Zealand, southeastern Australia, and parts of South America.
In southeastern Australia they are found in gullies and valleys,
and their luxuriance is due more to subterranean water than to
rain. The rain forests of Australia and New Zealand are charac-
terized by a great abundance of tree ferns.

Cold temperate deciduous forests. In cold temperate regions
there are two classes of forests: the deciduous broad-leaved for-
ests (Fig. 256) and the evergreen needle-leaved, or coniferous,
forests (Fig. 257). The cold winter season, from a physiological

Fie. 255. Drynaria, an epiphytic fern which has
small humus-gathering leaves and large leaves
which   carry  on  photosynthesis   and  produce
spores. ( X tV)